
1889

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Oct. 27

injured and two have been killed in such attacks
this year. These acts are indicative of Iraq’s con-
tinuing disdain for the United Nations and, in
our view, also constitute violations of UNSCRs
687 and 688.

The U.N. Compensation Commission
(UNCC) has received about 2.4 million claims
so far, with another 100,000 expected. The
United States Government has now filed a total
of 3,100 individual claims with a total asserted
value of over $215 million. Earlier this year,
one panel of UNCC Commissioners submitted
its report on the first installment of individual
claims for serious personal injury or death. The
UNCC Commissioners’ report recommended
awards for a group of about 670 claimants, of
which 11 were U.S. claimants. The Governing
Council of the UNCC approved the panel’s rec-
ommendations at its session in late May. This
summer the first U.S. claimants received com-
pensation for their losses. The UNCC Commis-
sioners are expected to finish reviewing by the
end of the year all claims filed involving death
and serious personal injury.

In October the Governing Council will con-
sider reports from the UNCC Commissioners
on two other groups of claims. The first group
involves approximately 50,000 persons, including
approximately 200 U.S. claimants, who were
forced to depart suddenly from Kuwait or Iraq
during the invasion and occupation. The second
group will involve claimants who sustained
itemized individual losses, e.g., lost salary or per-
sonal property.

The United States Government also has sub-
mitted a total of approximately $1.5 billion in
corporate claims against the Government of
Iraq, representing about 140 business entities.
Those claims represented a multitude of enter-
prises ranging from small family-owned busi-
nesses to large multinational corporations. In ad-
dition, in late July, the United States Govern-
ment filed five Government claims with the
UNCC. The five claims were for nonmilitary

losses, such as damage to Government property
(e.g., the U.S. Embassy compound in Kuwait)
and the costs of evacuating U.S. nationals and
their families from Kuwait and Iraq. These Gov-
ernment claims have an asserted value of about
$17 million. In the future, the United States
Government also expects to file one or more
additional Government claim(s) involving the
costs of monitoring health risks associated with
oil well fires and other environmental damage
in the Persian Gulf region. The UNCC expects
to begin processing corporate claims and govern-
ment claims later this year or early 1995.

It is clear that Iraq can rejoin the community
of civilized nations only through democratic
processes, respect for human rights, equal treat-
ment of its people, and adherence to basic
norms of international behavior. Iraq’s Govern-
ment should represent all of Iraq’s people and
be committed to the territorial integrity and
unity of Iraq. The Iraqi National Congress
(INC) espouses these goals, the fulfillment of
which would make Iraq a stabilizing force in
the Gulf region.

Neither in its words nor its deeds has Iraq
convinced us it is no longer a threat to regional
peace and security. Any discussion of lifting the
oil embargo and other sanctions cannot be lim-
ited to future Iraqi cooperation in the area of
WMD, but must take into account all the issues
that comprise the true test of Iraq’s peaceful
intentions. Full Iraqi compliance with all rel-
evant U.N. Security Council resolutions remains
the objective of U.S. policy.

The Congress’ continued support of our ef-
forts is especially gratifying.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on Arrival in Tel Aviv, Israel
October 27, 1994

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mrs.
Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin, Mrs. Rabin,

to all the people of Israel, it is wonderful for
Hillary and for me to be back in Israel and
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especially to come here in this capacity and at
this momentous time.

Yesterday was an historic day for the people
of Israel and for the people of Jordan. It was
also a wonderful day for the rest of the world,
for we gained a glimpse yesterday of the future
of a new Middle East.

Like all Americans, I have been inspired by
Israel’s long struggle to survive and to flourish.
Today, Israel is strong and growing stronger.
You stand on the threshold of a new era of
peace and security. America, as always, is proud
to stand with you. We intend to remain by your
side in the years ahead.

Your new peace treaty points the way toward
a goal we have all sought for a very long time:
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. This
goal, as we all know, will require all Israelis
to continue to demonstrate the awesome cour-
age and vision and determination that have
brought you this far. But we have seen the
bright promise of the future.

I would like to say, on a very personal level,
how much I have enjoyed working with the
Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister, and all
the others on the Israeli team; how much it
has meant to the Secretary of State and to all
of the rest of us to have the opportunity to
be a part of a genuine commitment to lasting
peace.

I look forward to meeting with the Prime
Minister, to speaking at the Knesset. I hope
to have the chance to meet as many citizens
of this magnificent country as possible. I thank
you for making us feel very welcome.

Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at Tel Aviv
Ben Gurion International Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Israeli President Ezer Weizman
and his wife, Ruma, and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and his wife, Lea.

Remarks to the Knesset in Jerusalem, Israel
October 27, 1994

Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Netanyahu, ladies and gentlemen
of the Knesset: Let me begin by thanking the
Prime Minister and the people of Israel for wel-
coming me to your wonderful country, and
thanking all of you for giving me the opportunity
to address this great democratic body where,
clearly, people of all different views are welcome
to express their convictions. I feel right at home.
[Laughter]

Yesterday Israel took a great stride toward
fulfilling the ancient dream of the Jewish people,
the patriarchs’ dream of a strong and plentiful
people living freely in their own land, enjoying
the fruits of peace with their neighbors. Nearly
17 years after President Sadat came to this
Chamber to seek peace and Prime Minister
Begin reached out in reconciliation, and just
over a year after Israel and the PLO declared
a pathway to peace on the South Lawn of the
White House, Israel and Jordan have now writ-
ten a new chapter.

Tonight we praise the courage of the leaders
who have given life to this treaty, Prime Min-

ister Rabin and Foreign Minister Peres. They
have shown the vision and the tenacity of other
leaders of Israel’s past whose names will be re-
membered always for their devotion to your
cause and your people: Ben Gurion, Meir,
Begin.

In your life, Prime Minister, we see the life
of your country. As a youth, you wished to fulfill
the commandment to farm the land of Israel,
but instead you had to answer the call to defend
the people of Israel. You have devoted your
life to cultivating strength so that others could
till the soil in safety. You have fought many
battles and won many victories in war. Now,
in strength, you are fighting and winning battles
for peace. Indeed, you have shown your people
that they can free themselves from siege, that
for the first time they can make real a peace
for the generations.

For the American people, too, this peace is
a blessing. For decades, as Israel has struggled
to survive, we have rejoiced in your triumphs
and shared in your agonies. In the years since
Israel was founded, Americans of every faith
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